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THE-CLOWN-WHO "CAN'T

HELP LIKING KIDS', HAS TRAVELED

THE WORLD OVER PHOTOGRAPHING
HIS ADVENTURES -THE GREAT ACTS

THAT PLAYED ON THE SAME BILL—
AND COLLECTING PRINTS OF THE
CARTOONS AND COMEDIES THAT
HE ENJOYED. BORN TO THE CIRCUS,

AND THE JOY OF MAKING OTHERS

LAUGH, HIDING HIS OWN SORROWS
SO OTHERS MAY BE HAPPY, HE IS

THE CLOWN OF ALL AGES - FOR ALL

AGES. NOW HE HAS RETIRED FROM
THE CIRCUS, BUT STILL FINDS HIS

REWARDS IN LIFE MAKING OTHERS
LAUGH.

POPPO OF THE POPCORN THEATRE IS PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY FULLER PUBLISHING COMPANY. INC. 342 MADISON

AVE., NEW YORK 17, NEW YORK. CONTENTS CREATED AND PRODUCED BY CHARLES BIRO, 113 WEST 57lh STREET.

NEW YORK 19, NEW YORK. 1HE NAMES "POPPO"

ARE THE SOLE PROPERTY OF GEORGE GALE.

"POPCORN THEATRE" ARE PATENTED AND COPYRIGHTED AND





NAHj X READ A
PIECE. IN THE
PAPER, ONCE,ALL
ABOUT A FAMOUS
CLOWN NAMED

I'M POPPO, THE CLOWN J Y HONE
IVA RETIRED FROW CIRCUS \ OH, B
LIFE THESE DAYS,1 BUT' K^_
THEY'RE STILL USIMS 1 TTTF
THAT TWENTY YEAR. OLD /n >J /
PICTURE OF ME ON AJ / M I

THEIR BILL PC5TERS! Vf\ j J/U
I UUSTiGO AROUND... r u D \1
TRYING TO MAKE KIDS i

.

* \
LAUGH. ..BE /feX 1
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AROUND! NOW I SOTTA WEAR
M'SUNDA/iCLOTHESl &OIX/1
THOSE MUST BE THE NEW
HAND BILLS! WONDER WHAT

THEySAY*



IS IT TRUE ABOUT YOU GOING J
TO CO A 2.00 FOOT DIVE INTO <
THE WATER TANK- INSTEAD 0FTHE}-
REGULAR 100 FOOTER? GOSH,

J

WHATTA DIVE!

2DO FEET, ALL RIGH1
SEE? !T5AyS
TONIGMTON THIS

.
HANDBILL!

- \ FOR PETES \
j SAKE! THIS MUST \
/ BEAMSPRIWT! IfA 1

/ GOING OVER TO /
VSEE HALEY! jQm
«9B^y^ h&
1^B|«̂%R^'J,--fX

W
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YEAH? BUTGEE,/VkR. "\ NOUSENSE/ZIPl
HALEy...200 FEET! ] YOU'VE DONE A

I DON'T KNOW ! X ZOO FOOT DIVE
BEFORE! i

BUT THIS YEAR WE -HAVE THE NEW BIG TENT SO 1

THERE'S NO REASON WHX YOU CAN'TGO BACK
TO THAT 200 FOOTER! I HAVE COMPLETE
CONFIDENCE IN YOUR ABIUTY! TELL YOU
WHAT... YOU DO THE LONG DIVE FOR >

THE REST OF THE SEASON AND ) WELL,
U. BE AN EXTRA BONUS / IN THAT
IFTY DOLLARS AN A<









I'A* ALMOST DONE! THE FAT LADY
WAS REAL NEE TO GIVE ME H£R
COLORFUL OLD DRESSES] ILL

" USE THEM TO COVER THE
STRONG CAMVAS ON

THE INSIDE!



HOWS WAT
FOR

AN ACT?









MAP? SHUCKS, HOI yoOfi.

STUNT WAS A KNOCKOUT] AN'
/WR.HALEVS LOOKM'AU.
OJERFORYAl HE WANTS TO

SIVEVOU A JD6,IGUESS!



HE ALSO SAID v
I... BUT...

WHEN I PROVE WELL.POPPO,
/W ACT-AND ITSj I GUESS
REAL BIG-TIME <-

. YOU'VE
STUFF, I'LL Set \ GOT THE
EVEN MORE. /AONEy,l CIRCUS IS)

AND FEATURED \ YOUR
BILLING TCOI / blood!
AW, C'MON, ^'ojw^son,
DAD... PLEASE QOV5W y^si^ ,, ahead!
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^ c Wf") \
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j WHEN THE AHERNMNSHOW
fc STARTED! WAS STILL SETTING

ICONSiWnJLATIONSFBaV^
' ALL DIRECTIONS--.

GLADTD HEAR. \ WE LOVED
THE NEWS, / yOU, HONEy!
POPPO'. -

1

WSL WHILE CARNY. W*S SO |A

jg?HEYtf6 PRttTICALLY S"

gollx fdppo! rr...yflj...

.I...SHUCKS!G..QOSH,
YOU'RE A STAR

NOWi

PUT'ER THERE, PAL! I HEAR
VOU'RE BEING INTRODUCED
By THE RINGMASTER.' j*

.
THAT'S RIGHT! 30SH,
AXEL, I HEAR yoUR

^_ CATS ARE IN A
T\ NA&Ty tAOOD... jYHOW COME. J—

tlJ/ >4ihw

y^FvnP£ 1 ryS. i&\S(

frf^v-J ^
/$$£.

1

IP

I KNOW HOW COME-! THEY'RE.
| OH, QOSHl I

HUNGR^-CARNyj DID YOU / FORGOT IN ALL
FEED A\y CATS THIS / THE EXCITEMENT

MORNING? _^S\^ ABOUT POPPOV



WHAT'S THEMATTER WITH
yOiii RAJAH? BACK UP
THERE- &WAN,

LOOK! LOOK! I COME OUT,
RAOAH CLAWED /AXEL! yOU

HIM J y CANT
HANDLE

,( THEM
^.V now!

=> CALM, EVERYBODY! DONTGET
PANiCKy; you'Re.rasHT, poppoi
I'LL HAVE TO COME. OUT! NOBODY
CAN HANDLE-AHUNSRY ""

WHEN HE SMELLS "

vmL'iwr *_jm

SET BACKTHERE-
EASy DOES IT!

HEY, GIVE ME A
HAND, POPRO! THE
DOOR IS STUCK!

C'MON, CAR.NY!
HELP ME TURN THE
CANNON TOWARD
THE CAGE







V/OWEBI I'MSLAD
WE'RE OUT OF
TXEKE! BACH
THAT TRUCK UP
ASAlWST THE DOOR
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TME MOST AMAZING
TRICKS EVER DOME

FOLLOW THE LEADER

One of the most amazing magic tricks performed in

America has been Harry Blackstone's Floating Electric

Light. From a table lamp he was able to unscrew a

lighted bulb which continued to glow as he balanced it

in the palm of his hand. Furthermore it remained sus-
pended in mid-air after he walked away from it, and at

his command followed him wherever he went. Every few

steps he passed his hands over, under and around it to

prove that it was not supported or lit by hidden wires.

THE TRICK DOLLAR

An exceedingly difficult billiard table trick has been

successfully performed by Charles C. Peterson of St.

Louis, the greatest trick shot player of all time. After

placing a silver dollar on edge between the cubes and

against the cushion at one end of the table, Peterson

was able to hit the coin with his cue so that it rolled to

the other end and then returned to its original upright

position between the cubes. He performed thistrick with

success on an average of once in six tries. ^

GOT IT! THE.

Gents name is

M.YRON G;

SPIFFENHOFER

HO TELEPATHY

The most complete and amazing mind reading act was
the one developed by Mr. and Mrs. Julius Zancig and

used in their vaudeville act in the early 1900's. Their

code consisted of nearly 500 innocent phrases and ges-

tures with which Zancig, in the aisle, conveyed to his

wife on the stage, the answers to the questions he wOs
bout to ask her. Consequently, she was able to de-

scribe or read anything handed to him by members of

the audience.

j2l



THE CIRCUS WORLD'S
MOST UNUSUAL FACTS

A SOFT DIVE

When his act, which consisted of diving 51 feet into o

shallow tonic, became a bit stole, an American circus

performer in Copenhagen, Denmark, decided to try some-

thing new. His present act consists of diving from o

narrow platform high in the air, and landing on his head

an a sixteen inch thickness of foam rubber. His next

Step: thinner rubber.

WRONG SHOT

A veteran human cannonball left the circus in Barcelona,

Spain, stammering that he had lost his nerve. Later he

confessed his reason for doing so. His explanation:

"My wife fires the cannon, but he' aim has gotten bad.

When she shot me into the lion's cage, I quit." (Aprf

1955)

KING SIZE

Although she weighs 585 pounds and measures a whole-

some 72-67-84, the stout lody of an American circus

side-show, does not believe in starving hersfelf out of

the fat salary her job provides her with. Although her

130 pound boy friend feels he's lucky to have so much

girl friend he does admit his pocket grows lighter as

she grows' heavier, whenever they date. Despite her

huge appetite, the good-natured, professional fat lady is

content'with her lot and the big role she plays in the circus

MECHANICAL ATTRACTION ^
America's first automobiles were considered such

curiosities that the Barnum and Bailey circus exhibited

one of them, a Duryea Motor Wagon, during its 1896 season
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ANYONE FOR TEA?

Not only ore flying saucers zooming about but tea cups

and spoons as well. The chap responsible for this tem-

pest is a 21 year old circus performer who balances

himself on a unicycle ond flips cups and saucers onto

his head with the toe of his right foot. He doesn't stop

until seven sets of cups and saucers are resting atop

his head, ofter which he tosses a teaspoon into the last

cup. It has been suggested that he also flip a pot of tea

on his noggin and proceed to pour the beverage into the seven cups

oudience.

THE BIG PARADE

A street parade staged by the Barnum and Bailey Circus

in New York on March 18, 1893, was the most elaborate

circus procession ever presented. The spectacle was

headed by a platoon of mounted police and included

three bands, three calliopes, a fife and drum corps of

fifty men, scores of costumed performers . riding on

horses, camels and elephants, nine Romon chariots,

seven wagons with cages of wild beasts, and twenty-two

trucks carrying posters of famous events. The entire parade comprised t

least forty vehicles, 250 animals and 475 individuals, and was over tw

miles long.

COME SEE MY ETCHINGS

Probably the world's most famous tattooed specimen was

a Turk who was brought to the United States by the late

P T. Barnum. Every part of the man's body was tattooed.

Barnum paid the highly decorated Turk $1,000 a week

and dubbed him "The Living Picture Gallery." There

were 388 separate designs tattooed on his body.

A DANGEROUS MIXTURE

Ah American trainer was the first to mix lions ond tigers,

both mole and female, in the same cage. At one time he

had a total of forty lions, tigers, ond bears all perform-

ing together within o thirty two foot arena. Bears are

considered the most dangerous of animals. In .mixed

acts, they have been known to kill lions and tigers.



HERE'S HOW TO DO IT. BLOWTi
STRW DIRECTLY ONTO THE CORK,AND'THE
cana-vjiu-oo into the bottle.

THE. END OP
THE STRING IS FIRST DIPPED MTD THE WATER UNTIL IT IS THOROUGH^
WET. IT IS THEN LAID ACRO£3 THE TOP OF THE ICEANDA LITTLE
SALT IS SPRINKLED ON IT! THE SALT WILL MELT THE ICE A BIT,

BUT "IT WILL REPREEZETO THE STRING, ALMOST ATONCE.THai
' you CAN LIFTOUT THE ICE OJBE_-



CUT A PIECE OF CARDBOARD INTO THE SHAPE OPA BOAT
AND CUT A UTTUE V SHAPED NOTCH WITS STERN. INSERT

THE BIT OF SOAP IN THE NOTCH, PLACE THE BOAT IN A
PAN OF WATER, AND IT WILL MOVE ALL. AROUND THE.

SURBACE OP THE WATER. THE LARGER THEPARTHE
LONSER. THE. TRIP.

EXPLANATION: NORMAL AIR PRESSURE. O
OUTER SIDES OF THEAPPLE.S PUSHES THEM
INTO THE REGION OF LOW PRESSURE CREATED

By POPPCS SWIFT BLOWIN3.
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See andhearmeevery week

a*

'THE POPCORN THEATRE"
a full hour of fun with POPPO, cartoons,

comedies and adventuve !

LOOK IN YOUR LOCAL PAPER FOR TIME AND STATION




